
 (3rd Quarter) 
STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 

   
Excerpted from Rev. Hoffacker's sermon, "The Work 

of the Baker Woman" 
 
 "...Life is an ungainly, promising mass of dough, on 
its way to becoming abundant bread. Just as yeast 
permeates the entire lump, so the kingdom is present 
everywhere, and everywhere it becomes manifest for those 
with eyes to see.  

If we look around us and within us, we can recognize 
the presence of the kingdom. That kingdom is at work, just 
as yeast is active in the dough. And as yeast is invisible and 
known by its effects, so the kingdom is hidden, 
concealed, buried deep in ordinary circumstances, yet 
known by its effects. 

Look at your life in the light of grace. Something is 
there for you to find . . . That something is the activity of 
the kingdom, yeast bubbling away in your corner of the lump.
 ...As it takes faith to believe that bread will rise, so 
too faith is necessary to see the kingdom manifest in the 
everyday and the ordinary. We must exercise patience and 
discernment wherever God places us. Then we will see that 
what seems like a dead lump is in fact bubbling with divine 
life."  
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HELPS FOR THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

 
 
Focus on abundance, not scarcity.  Most scarcity is 

based on choices, not lack of funds.  We live in a land of 
unbridled plenty. 

 
Focus on opportunities.  People will give if they are 

engaged and active.  Allow your church family to start new 
ministries – let the yeast grow where people are excited! 

 
Focus on others.  If your church is inward focused, it 

will die.  Focus outward to your community, Advance Specials, 
mission projects, and world issues.  It will not take away from 
your regular giving, it will enhance it! 

 
Focus on education.  Teach your children about tithing 

their allowance, teach young adults about giving when they 
get their first paycheck, teach adults about estate planning, 
other ways to give, and giving back time and talents. 

 
Focus on Christ!  A church is just a building with nice 

windows, if Christ isn’t at the center. 
 

  

 

“Stewardship is how we manage everything in life 
as a trust from God” 
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